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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure filed 7/14/04 and 2/24/04 have been acknowledge and entered 
in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
Application Pub. 2001/0044731 to Coffman et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,988,075 to 
Hacker. 

As per claim 1, Coffman et al. teaches a method for medication delivery comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) providing a medication container containing a prescribed medication and a first label 
containing data on the prescribed medication and instruction of delivering of the medication, the 
prescribed medication data and the instruction of delivering the medication being provided in 
machine readable format is met by the medication container including a copy of the order, or at a 
minimum the patient's name, the drug name, and the appropriate treatment parameters are 
represented on the label affixed to container and the information may be represented by a bar 
code (see: paragraph 53); 

(c) providing a handheld computing device MTC (110, Fig. 1) with: 
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means for reading the prescribed medication data and medication delivery instruction 
from the first label is met by the medical transaction carrier MTC (110, Fig. 1) which could be a 
personal digital assistant or lap top (see: paragraph 16) interfacing with nurse computer (60, Fig. 
1) by a cradle (100, Fig. 1) (see: paragraph 33). In addition, Coffman et al. teaches that the nurse 
computer (60, Fig. 1) includes a bar code reader (80, Fig. 1) for reading bar codes on medication 
labels, reports or other items having bar coded labels provided for identification (see: paragraph 
32). The Examiner considers the MTC and nurse computer to be one entity or computer and 
therefore a handheld computing device; 

means for storing the data and instruction is met by the MTC (110, Fig. 1) including 
magnetic strip card, a PCMCIA card, RF-ID, or other non- volatile memory storage media (see: 
paragraph 39); 

means for communicating data and instruction to other electronic devices is met by the 
MTC (110, Fig. 1) may have a storage capability and technology for interfacing with a computer 
system network so that information may be communicated between the MTC (110, Fig. 1) and 
other device, such as computer, clinical devices and the like (see: paragraph 34); 

(d) the handheld computing device reading the prescribed medication data and 
medication delivery instruction from the first label is met by the technology that allows for 
reading a bar code applied to medication, or could employ optical recognition, some form of 
active detection using a transmitter/receiver or smart chip or computer either embedded in the 
label of the medication or located on the medication container or other method of positively 
identifying the medication (see: paragraph 107); and 
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(f) the handheld computing device performing a matching check and confirming the 
match between the prescribed medication data and the patient data is met by the system 
validating each medication delivered to a patient to make sure it is identical to the medication 
that is indicated in the information contained within the MTC (see: paragraph 107). 

Coffman et al. fails to teach: 

(b) providing a tag adapted to be worn by a patient, the tag having a second label 
containing data of the patient, the patient data being provided in machine readable format; 

(e) the handheld computing device reading the patient data from the second label. 

Hacker teaches an electronic medical record system that includes a unique access 
identification means for a patient such as bracelet with a unique bar code for each patient (see: 
column 7, lines 43-50 and column 11, lines 45-49). 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have found it 
obvious to include the bar coded bracelet worn by the patient containing identification 
information as taught by Hacker within the distributed remote asset and medication management 
drug delivery system as taught by Coffman et al. with the motivation using a patient identifier in 
order to access the electronic medical record (see: Hacker: column 6, lines 25-29). 

As per claim 2, Coffman et al. teaches the claimed step of the handheld computing device 
communicating and downloading the medication delivery instruction to a medication delivery 
device to deliver the medication to the patient. This limitation is met by the information 
downloaded to the MTC (1 10, Fig. 1) from the control system (40, Fig. 1), the MTC (1 10, Fig. 1) 
is ready to accompany the medication to the patient area for treatment of the patient (see: 
paragraph 61). 
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As per claim 3, Coffman et al. teaches the claimed step of the medication delivery device 
performing periodic checks of the operating,parameters of the medication delivery device against 
the medication delivery instruction downloaded from the handheld computing device to ensure 
the operating parameters are within the ranges set by the medication delivery instruction after 
starting the delivery of the medication. This feature is met by the infusion pump that may be 
programmed to check over predetermined period of time, such as an hour, for infusion 
instruction or parameters and if not received the infusion is stopped (see: paragraph 97). 

As per claim 4, Coffman et al. teaches the claimed the first label is encoded with the 
prescribed medication data and the instruction of delivering the medication derived from a print 
stream generated from a pharmacy information system. This limitation is met by the pharmacy 
that package the medication container including a copy of the order, or at a minimum the 
patient's name, the drug name, and the appropriate treatment parameters are represented on the 
label affixed to container (see: paragraph 53). The information may be represented by a bar code, - 
or it may be stored in smart label, such as a label having an embedded computer or passive 
device (see: paragraph 53), 

As per claim 5, Coffman et al. teaches a method for medication delivery comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) providing a medication container containing a prescribed medication and a first label 
containing data on the prescribed medication and instruction of delivering of the medication, the 
prescribed medication data and the instruction of delivering the medication being provided in 
machine readable format is met by the medication container including a copy of the order, or at a 
minimum the patient's name, the drug name, and the appropriate treatment parameters are 
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represented on the label affixed to container and the information may be represented by a bar 
code (see: paragraph 53); 

(c) providing a handheld computing device MTC (110, Fig. 1) with: 

means for reading the prescribed medication data and medication delivery instruction 
from the first label is met by the medical transaction carrier MTC (110, Fig. 1) which could be a 
personal digital assistant or lap top (see: paragraph 16) interfacing with nurse computer (60, Fig. 
1) by a cradle (100, Fig. 1) (see: paragraph 33). In addition, Coffman et al. teaches that the nurse 
computer (60, Fig. 1) includes a bar code reader (80, Fig. 1) for reading bar codes on medication 
labels, reports or other items having bar coded labels provided for identification (see: paragraph 
32). The Examiner considers the MTC and nurse computer to be one entity or computer and 
therefore a handheld computing device; 

means for storing the data and instruction is met by the MTC (110, Fig. 1) including 
magnetic strip card, a PCMCIA card, RF-ID, or other non- volatile memory storage media (see: 
paragraph 39); and 

means for communicating data and instruction to other electronic devices is met by the 
MTC (110, Fig. 1) may have a storage capability and technology for interfacing with a computer 
system network so that information may be communicated between the MTC (110, Fig. 1) and 
other device, such as computer, clinical devices and the like (see: paragraph 34); and 

(d) the handheld computing device reading the prescribed medication data and 
medication delivery instruction from the first label is met by the technology that allows for 
reading a bar code applied to the medication, or could employ optical recognition, some form of 
active detection using a transmitter/receiver or smart chip or computer either embedded in the 
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label of the medication or located on the medication container or other method of positively 
identifying the medication (see: paragraph 107); 

(f) the handheld computing device performing a matching check and confirming the 
match between the prescribed medication data and the patient data is met by the system 
validating each medication delivered to a patient to make sure it is identical to the medication 
that is indicated in the information contained within the MTC (see: paragraph 107); and 

(g) the handheld computing device communicating and downloading the medication 
delivery instruction to a medication delivery device to deliver the medication to the patient is met ' 
by the information downloaded to the MTC (110, Fig. 1) from the control system (40, Fig. 1), the 
MTC (110, Fig. 1) is ready to accompany the medication to the patient area for treatment of the 
patient (see: paragraph 61). 

Coffman et al. fails to teach: 

(b) providing a tag adapted to be worn by a patient, the tag having a second label 
containing data of the patient, the patient data being provided in machine readable format; and 

(e) the handheld computing device reading the patient data from the second label. 

Hacker teaches an electronic medical record system that includes a unique access 
identification means for a patient such as bracelet with a unique bar code for each patient (see: 
column 7, lines 43-50 and column 11, lines 45-49). 

The obviousness of combining the teachings of Hacker within the teachings of Coffman 
et al. are discussed in rejection of claim 1, and incorporated herein. 

As per claim 6, Coffman et al. teaches a method for medication delivery comprising the 
steps of: 
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(a) identifying medication data contained in a first label on a medication container 
containing a prescribed medication, the first label containing data on the prescribed medication 
and instruction of delivering of the medication, the prescribed medication data and the 
instruction of delivering the medication being provided in machine readable format is met by the 
medical transaction carrier MTC (110, Fig. 1) which could be a personal digital assistant or lap 
top (see: paragraph 16) interfacing with nurse computer (60, Fig. 1) by a cradle (100, Fig. 1) 
(see: paragraph 33). In addition, Coffman et al. teaches that the nurse computer (60, Fig. 1) 
includes a bar code reader (80, Fig. 1) for reading bar codes on medication labels, reports or 
other items having bar coded labels provided for identification (see: paragraph 32). The 
Examiner considers the MTC and nurse computer to be one entity or computer and therefore a 
handheld computing device; 

(c) performing a matching check between the medication data and the patient data by a 
handheld computing device wherein the handheld computing device is met by the system 
validating each medication delivered to a patient to make sure it is identical to the medication 
that is indicated in the information contained within the MTC (see: paragraph 107), having: 

means for reading the prescribed medication data and medication delivery instruction 
from the first label is met by the medical transaction carrier MTC (110, Fig. 1) which could be a 
personal digital assistant or lap top (see: paragraph 16) interfacing with nurse computer (60, Fig. 
1) by a cradle (100, Fig. 1) (see: paragraph 33). In addition, Coffman et al. teaches that the nurse 
computer (60, Fig. 1) includes a bar code reader (80, Fig. 1) for reading bar codes on medication 
labels, reports or other items having bar coded labels provided for identification (see: paragraph 
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32). The Examiner considers the MTC and nurse computer to be one entity or computer and 
therefore a handheld computing device; 

means for storing the data and instruction is met by the MTC (110, Fig. 1) including 
magnetic strip card, a PCMCIA card, RF-ID, or other non- volatile memory storage media (see: 
paragraph 39); and 

means for communicating data and instruction to other electronic devices is met by the 
MTC (110, Fig. 1) may have a storage capability and technology for interfacing with a computer 
system network so that information may be communicated between the MTC (110, Fig. 1) and 
other device, such as computer, clinical devices and the like (see: paragraph 34); 

(d) the handheld computing device confirming the data and downloading the instruction 
of delivering the medication to a medication delivery device is met by the information 
downloaded to the MTC (1 10, Fig. 1) from the control system (40, Fig. 1), the MTC (110, Fig. 1) 
is ready to accompany the medication to the patient area for treatment of the patient (see: 
paragraph 61). 

Coffman et al. fails to teach: 

(b) identifying patient data contained in a second label on a tag adapted to be worn by a 
patient, the second label containing data of the patient, the patient data being provided in 
machine readable format. 

Hacker teaches an electronic medical record system that includes a unique access 
identification means for a patient such as bracelet with a unique bar code for each patient (see: 
column 7, lines 43-50 and column 11, lines 45-49). 
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The obviousness of combining the teachings of Hacker within the teachings of Coffman 
et al. are discussed in rejection of claim 1, and incorporated herein. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

In related art (5,822,544) Chaco et al. discloses a patient care and communication system 
that utilizes a central processing and a plurality of remote stations electrically connected to the 
central processing system. 

In related art (5,867,688) Simmons et al. shows a data retrieval and acquisition system 
having a wireless handheld interface for data entry by the user. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert W. Morgan whose telephone number is (571) 272-6773. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Mon - Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on (571) 272-6776. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Patent Examiner 
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